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Remediation and Redevelopment of 
Derelict Land in the UK – Lessons Learnt 

over Three Decades; Challenges Remaining 
 

A talk by Mike Summersgill  
Managing Partner, SEnSe Associates LLP   

 
The UK has a restricted land mass and concentrations of housing are massed around cities.  
Due to economic and political changes over the past three decades, much former industrial land 
has become derelict, and ripe for regeneration.  National government has generally devolved 
responsibility to regional and quasi-governmental bodies, to good effect until a political wind of 
change is initiated.  Whilst major projects/sites have been redeveloped using public money, the 
increasing use of private funding sources has changed the outlook in the country positively for 
derelict land; legislation and technologies have however struggled to keep pace with economic 
change. Professionals who work in the industry have mutually developed their own technical 
protocols, in the absence of regulatory certainty and consistency; a register of specialists in land 
condition has grown up over 15 years. 

 

 
 
LOCATION: Gatwick Manor Hotel, Crawley, off the A23 London Road, RH10 9ST. 
Details of this and other events are provided on the SERG section of the Geology Society 
website: http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/serg 
 
Please let us know if you plan to attend so that we have an idea for numbers for catering. 
southeastrg@googlemail.com 


